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country and we have all felt the pain of 
the gas pump. We have all seen our 
electric bills come in at higher prices. 
We have all seen our gas bills come in 
at higher prices. 

The short-term issue is the more tan-
gible issue. Although it is the more 
tangible issue, it is also one that is 
very complicated to solve, because 
there are not too many options we 
have right now. But we should recog-
nize that consumers are feeling the 
pinch. 

We should promote policies that en-
courage any potential incremental pro-
duction that we can accelerate quickly 
to bring to market, and we also need to 
encourage policies that are going to en-
courage efficiency and better use of our 
energy supplies. 

That is really the best weapon we 
have got in terms of short-term solu-
tions to our energy supply problems, 
because if you really want to take a 
step back and talk about the problem, 
as I said, it is very complicated in na-
ture. It comes down to where we have 
a supply and demand imbalance. And in 
the short-term, supply is going to be 
very hard to affect so we really need to 
take a look at the demand side and see 
what we can do. 

There are a lot of technologies out 
there right now. This is not something 
where we have to come up with some-
thing new. These technologies exist 
today, they are proven, and we have to 
be smart about how we use energy in 
our country. 

But let me shift to the long-term 
issues, which get to be a broader range 
of issues we need to talk about. We 
need to talk about ways to enhance our 
supplies; there is no question about it. 
We need to do this in a comprehensive, 
balanced way. We need to rely on tech-
nology to give us the best available op-
tions for creating additional energy 
supplies. 

From a public policy perspective here 
in Congress, we need to try to create a 
more predictable policy environment. I 
used to work in the energy business. I 
know how complicated it can be when 
you want to site a power plant and you 
are trying to figure out, what are the 
rules? I have to play by the rules, but 
I do not know what they are. 

We need to create a situation where 
we have more transparent rules, a 
more transparent situation, so people 
can make informed decision, because 
we are talking about investments of 
hundreds of millions of dollars in an in-
dividual energy facility. If we are going 
to make those types of investment de-
cisions, we have to have a predictable 
future about what the marketplace is 
going to look like and what the rules of 
the game are going to. 

So I call on Congress to make sure 
that as we make these policy decisions, 
we do not make the situation more 
complicated. We need to pursue some-
thing where we are clear and predict-
able in the policy environment. 

Energy should not be characterized 
as a partisan issue. Our constituents 
expect more of us. Our constituents 
recognize how difficult energy policy 
can be. They are also feeling the pinch 
today. I think as we sit here at the out-
set, it is important for us to take a 
step back and make a commitment to 
take a good balanced comprehensive 
approach, looking at both supply and 
demand, and address this in as com-
prehensive a manner as possible. 
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EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER 
TIME 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to reclaim the time 
of the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
DEFAZIO) in order to present my 5- 
minute special order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

REPORT OF CHURCH LEADER DEL-
EGATION TO MEXICO WITH RE-
GARD TO EFFECTS OF NAFTA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
extend my sincere appreciation to the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUN-
CAN) for allowing me to precede him 
here this evening. He is always very 
gracious and accommodating to other 
Members. 

Mr. Speaker, this evening I begin 
what will be a series of 5-minute 
speeches to place in the RECORD infor-
mation about a very important trip on 
our continent that was taken by reli-
gious leaders of Canada to Mexico in a 
fact-finding trip subsequent to the pas-
sage of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement, NAFTA. 

They traveled there in late March 
and early April, and in fact have pro-
duced probably one of the finest docu-
ments I have had the opportunity to 
read regarding what has happened in 
the last 7 years post-NAFTA. The dele-
gation included representatives of the 
Presbyterian Church, the Roman 
Catholic Church, the Anglican Church, 
the United Church of Canada, the Ca-
nadian Religious Conference, and the 
Inter-Church Committee on Human 
Rights in Latin America. They trav-
eled throughout Mexico to all different 
regions, and this evening I will only 
talk about a few of the areas that they 
visited. 

The compelling report that they have 
produced tells all of us who are going 
to be faced very shortly with a vote on 
fast-track extension, to move NAFTA 
to expand its concepts to all of Latin 
America, to think twice about what we 
are doing and to go back and redress 
some of the horrendous conditions that 

the original NAFTA agreement has 
created in our own country and in the 
other two major nations on this con-
tinent, Canada and Mexico. 

The group first visited the Sierra 
Tarahumara, which is in the central 
part of the country in the region of 
Chihuahua, and I will only read parts 
of their written report. They begin say-
ing, ‘‘In the once densely forested 
mountains of the Tarahumara Sierra, 
we met with the indigenous commu-
nities of San Alonso, who gave us a let-
ter for our government, signed with 
their thumbprints that pleads for ’an 
end to the impoverishment of our peo-
ple.’ ’’ 

They said, ‘‘People here once lived 
from agriculture and from selling 
small amounts of timber, but changes 
to forestry controls under free trade 
have brought multinational corpora-
tions and clear-cutting. Soils for food 
crops are eroding,’’ and it is important 
to say the soil layer in Mexico is very 
thin. For them, it is survival. 

They said, ‘‘Laws have been imposed 
that favor companies from other coun-
tries. The local Catholic Church re-
ferred to legislation that had preceded 
NAFTA’s passage, and said these laws 
have enabled much wealth to be taken 
from the Sierra, leaving behind grow-
ing poverty.’’ 

They said, ‘‘We saw the impact of 
this in the ulcerated sightless corneas 
of a child, whose mother had nothing 
to feed him now, but a soup of ground 
corn. We sat with an indigenous woman 
who had brought her dying baby to a 
dispensary run by nuns, and heard that 
48 percent of infants in the Sierra die 
before the age of 5 because of chronic 
malnutrition. Other than suicide, a 
new phenomenon in these indigenous 
communities, the nuns told us, many 
see only two alternatives: To cultivate 
marijuana or poppies for drug traf-
fickers or to migrate north in search of 
work, abandoning ancestral land, 
breaking up families and splintering 
communities.’’ 

They said, ‘‘In the community of 
Baborigame, we heard how 48 percent 
of children die before the age of 5 from 
poverty-induced chronic malnutrition. 
We personally witnessed the despera-
tion of mothers of children who had 
died. The Carmelite Sisters told us 
that the situation is worsening. Indige-
nous people who once were able to eat 
corn and beans now often can only af-
ford to eat a soup of ground corn, and 
lately they also have witnessed a new 
cause of death previously unheard of in 
these historic indigenous communities, 
suicides due to sheer hopelessness.’’ 

The report goes on to talk about poli-
cies associated with NAFTA have effec-
tively privatized what were once com-
munity lands, or ejido lands, that pro-
vided rural and indigenous commu-
nities with guaranteed land in per-
petuity. Unable to get a just price for 
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